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Long ago in Fife there lived two

widows who were neighbours. Each

made their living by keeping a cow

and some sheep and each had a son.

The two boys,

Calum and Andrew,

were close friends.
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The day came for Calum to go and make his way

in the world. Before he left, his mother asked him

to fetch some water.

∑

U

"If you bring back a can full of water, I'll bake you

a big cake," she said. "But if you only bring back a

few drops of water, then the cake will be very small."
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So he went to the well and filled the can.

But Calum didn't see that the can had a

hole in it and by the time he returned

there was only a cup-full of water left.

Ú

U

So his mother baked him a cake, but

it was very small. She gave him the

small cake and said: "You must choose

whether to take the whole cake or take

half the cake and my blessing as well."
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Calum saw that the cake

was so small that half of it

wouldn't go far, so he chose

to take the whole cake and do

without his mother's blessing.

U

As he was leaving, Calum gave Andrew his knife.

"Keep this knife safe," he said, "And look at it every day.

If you see that the blade is becoming rusty, you will know

that I have come to harm."
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