CAPILLAIRE GAMES

for orchestra

John Gourlay



Capillare Games was written in 2018 for Fife Youth Orchestra and its conductor, Sandra Taylor.

The piece is based on a Minuet by the 18th century Scottish composer Thomas Erskine, 6th Earl of
Kelly, a native of Fife. The Capillaire Minuet was apparently composed in honour of the Capillaire
Club of which Kelly was a member. One of many gentlemen's clubs in Edinburgh, its main activity
seems to have been the imbibing of the herbal punch after which it was named.

The minuet is presented first in an arrangement for orchestra and there then follows a series of free
variations on the minuet's melodic material, featuring the brass, woodwind and string sections in turn.
The piece ends with a salsa in which the percussion section is prominent.

Orchestra

2 flutes
oboe
2 clarinets in Bb
bassoon

2hornin F
2 trumpets in Bb
2 trombones
bass trombone
tuba

timpani (4 drums)
percussion 1 - snare drum & bongos
percussion 2 - vibraslap & guiro
percussion 3 - swanee whistle & maracas/shaker
percussion 4 - glockenspiel & claves
percussion 5 - xylophone & cymbals

strings

Duration 8 minutes
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